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Definitions* State dgflnitions. Federal Fefifritions. District definitions. Te?cher dejinltlonqo Most states determine a child's readlress for kindergarten depending upon theiiageo Mmt children arc albued to enter kirderyaten irtEy ae five years olo or are turiing frve by aspecific dater Ed$atrys stress ttre importarce of rmgnizirry;chinren rlwehp d rliffsent rate. (irmoru, sauia & scofi-1itfle,2003.)r ln Minresota children must be frve years okl by Septemb,er 1S to enter kirdergarbn; honewr some di$i66 ha€
pdidtes in pl*e to allour children to enter at age 4.r MN larstates that chiklren do not have to attend school un$ ttle 4399, children with speclat neds; age g.
(MN Depaftnentof Educdion; hto:/Aenqrv.mndeoted.qov ) * 

u,,;..t,

Federal Oe{nitions: The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB} (PL 102-110}, passed by Congress in 2001e lmrece aademic shisrelEflt levds in strdents oorridered b be &duantaged (based upon nr famlly incore level,
rcsi&toe in a non-Englhh speaking trotseMd, orenrdrcntin alowaerfonr$ig piutic sc$oryr To be[ter prepae edrcabrs brtre hsk of baching.

4 Kev Rircioles dNCLB:
o mcxr&bitityforsfudenthaningrcsulB,
r shhflexiHiUiniEuseof &derdfundir8,
r sdloolctpfue forparents and sfurhntsfum disadyanta$edba*g,u,re, andr a bcus on using arnbulum prograns baeed on scientific researtr.

Accutnlability ffi FcE of NCLB

' Require$ sfinlenb b pass assessnent bsb d spea:fied grde bvels b ensure shods qudiff fof federd funding. (Does it
causebachers b teachb tre bst}. Poesitrb eftctof mandded rsesnent&sts in kindergabn and primry grades (1-3.)
{Does itmi*ad paerfs and poftcy nrdcssbsetunrff.*sic eaddm6cgdsforyourutmorcnt)

$+h.ml lFdiness slroufd !!thoughtof as har4ng,aileasttrehllorying dimansions:

Emotional well-being and social competence
Approaches to learning
f;ommunicative skills
Cognition and general knowledge
tAt shted byThe r{atloml Educ.tlon Goah panel}

Children's development vories and environmental factors inftuence their development,
which makes it hard to decide on how to meosure the dimenslons above.

Realisfic Goals and Uses fiorAssessments
l. lmprove Learning and change teaching strategies
2. ldentify Children with Delays or other Special Needs
3. Evaluate Programs and outcomes
4- Use for high-stakes accountability; funding and emplayment contingencies.

ftecognlze fftot aff ossessrneag have llmltations:
r Every assEsment gathers unique information that may not be used for multiple purposes; i.e. a specific

skillsuch as stacking blocks or naming pictures.
r For this reason multiple assessment tools must be selected to avoid specific skills like early literacy to

define appropriate progress in the developmental domains and vice versa.r Carefultraining in assessment administration is a must as is reliability check.t some assessments rnay promote or results may not take into account racial, cuftur:al ethnicity, genderand
first-language bias. {Clifford & Maxwell, 2004.}
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Spegific Schogl Readiness $kills

Self-help skills
_lndependently uses the bathroom and washes hands

Uses a tissue to wipe runny nose

-Snaps, 
zips and buttons clothing

_Puts away toys and helps with clean-up activities

_Asks for help and accepts it when needed

Gross motor skills

_Runs smoothly

_ Skips

_Jumps with both feet off the ground

_ Hops on one foot

_Catches, throws and bounces a ball

_Climbs easily on playground equipment

Language and speech skills

_Can easily make adults Understand what he/she wants

_Engages in conversation and understands questions and answers
Listens to and follows simple direction

-Participates 
and stays on truthful discussion topics (back and forth at least 5 times)

_Tells a story or retells experiences in proper sequence

_Enjoys listening to stories or rhymes

_ 10,000-12,000 word vocabulary is needed to be a successful reader

Fine Motor Skills
Holds and uses a drawing implement

-Can 
copy letters such as X, H, V, D, O & name from a sample

_Draws a human figure with arms, legs and features
Can tie own shoes

(On average one hour a day is spent by teachers tying children's shoes)

_Cuts on simple lines and around simple shapes

Thinking Skills
_Matches symbols/letters, letter sounds, and simple words (Match/PoinUSay)

Shares ideas and gives reasons for opinion

-Asks 
questions and tries new things

Understands and follows the rules of a simple game

- 
Recognizes pictures/objects an sounds that are the same and different

_Verbally counts to 10

$ociallEmotional Skills
_Adjusts to new situations

Uses words to resolve conflicts

-Can 
sit for 5-10 minutes to focus on a story or task

-Complete 
tasks

_Cooperates with others and takes turns
Uses control when frustrated

]-tafes pride in hislher achievements

_Positive association with school, teachers and peers.


